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Joe Matt

{Drawn & Quarterly, $22.95)
n the annal onfessional
Loser Lit, few capture

the minute details of their

own downfall with as mu

glee and obsessiveness as

cartoonist Joe Marte, Matt,

an American who | in

Toronto for vears and now

Angeles, has

doomed relationships,
verish VHS porn-tape
dubhing in his comic boak
Peepshow since the carly
Ilects the last

e

0 1|||.‘ relers 1o |
ereative and orher
asks the question: after nearly
o years of navel-gazing, has
he finally run out?

The best of Matt's work

is exemplified in the third

story of the collection. It's

set entirely ima diner, where

Joe and fellow cartoonists

Seth and Chester Brown

have lunch while their

I ut like an
othing

in particular happens besides

some casual crueliy berween

friends. Matt blocks out

this dialogue with great

effect. Neither as precious as

Seth's nor as meticulous as

Brown’s, his drawings offer

sivcom, his stories are told
almaost exclusively in closeups,
with the added emphasis

QUILL & QUIRE

of cartoony distortion thar
enhances their emaotional
content.

The final story returns
ta Jog alone at his rooming
house and is yer another
running monologue about
masturbation marathons,
disgusting hvgicne habirs,
and failed cartooning
ambitions. This becomes
tedious, but for cvery
complaint readers might have,
Matt bears them to the punch.

just page
me whining abour porn. It's
masturbation in comics form.”
True enough. But is this
ness just another

ore we can find our, the

omes to a slapstick
conclusion, with slimming
doors and car diarrhea.
Despite the thematic
repetitiveness and exhavstion,
the book still evokes the sense
of an ending. Matt may finally
be ready 1o move on 1o
material. [n the meantime,
Spent is funny, painful, and
ultimately about nothing.
Think of it as a guilty
pleasure. - lan Daffern

BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2007

White Rapids
Pascal Blanchet;
Helge Duscher, trans.
(Drawn & Quarterly, $29.95)
Fur its breathtaking art
alone, Quebec i
| Blanchet’s White Rapids
e Blare in its original
French format, published
last year by Editions de
1 flawless
masterpi
story of the rise and fall of a
Quebec town established solely
to support a hydroelectric
dam, Blanchet channels the
architecrural i
Darwyn Cooke

the nostalgic fascination of
Seth - ¢ award-winning
Canucks both
style

page spreads that comprise
the majority of the book
reference mundane real-life
imagery such as office building
directories, relief maps, or
vintage transportation
eautiful and unigque
stch as having a

phone pale stand in as
the T in a word, are found
throughout.

The story begins with
the boardroom birth of the
wn in the 1g2os and

ends wistfully when 19708
automation forces its desertion
White Rapids its the main
character; the town brims with
people - all familiar types, but
also anomymous.
sor in the final pages,
father”

= Guary Butler




